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the standpoint of the country it is not an amendment they
ought to pass. Think what a calamity it would have been if
Lincoln had been ineligible for reelection! That one fact
might have meant splitting the country absolutely into two."

His views on the Constitution as a "straight-jacket"
were set forth in the following letter to a somewhat muddle-
headed critic on April 2,1913:

"In your letter you say that the newspapers report me as
saying that 'the time has gone by when the Constitution
should be looked upon as a straight-jacket made by dead
men to prevent live men from growing.' Then you add that
it seems to you that I must have been incorrectly quoted,
for you 'don't think that' I 'regard the Constitution of the
United States as a straight-jacket.'

* * Eeally I don't understand you. I was correctly quoted;
and that quotation shows that I do not regard the Consti-
tution of the United States as a straight-jacket. Not only
was I correctly quoted, but my statement is absolutely cor-
rect, and any one who disagrees with it does regard the
Constitution as a straight-jacket; and moreover the man
who disagrees with that statement is the man who, in your
language, is 'teaching disrespect for our institutions.' You
say you are proud of your country, and that you are sure
that I am too. You are quite right about the latter fact. I
am so proud of it that I positively decline to permit any
people to go unrebuked who try to make us ashamed of our
country; and this is precisely what those who treat the
Constitution as a straight-jacket are engaged in doing."

A hunting trip with his sons which he took in August,
1913, is thus alluded to in a letter September 2, 1913, to
Arthur Lee, M.P., afterwards Sir Arthur Lee, of London,
who was his valued friend for many years:

"My trip with the boys in Arizona was a great success,
although it is rather absurd for me now to be going on such
trips, for a stout, rheumatic, elderly gentleman is not par-
ticularly in place sleeping curled up in a blanket on the